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Summary of Presentations

The update on the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) was opened by the Chairman of the EASA Management Board, Mr. Thilo Schmidt, who described the activities of the Management Board in the last months and the next steps required to have the Agency up and running by 28 September 2003.  One important decision still pending is the appointment of the Executive Director that should be finalised by mid July.

Mr. Ayral´s presentation focused on the actions taken by the Commission in three main domains of activities in order to have the Agency working.

Physical establishment of EASA:

The Commission is providing support to the Agency, hosting the Management Board and hiring auxiliary staff to execute essential administrative functions.

Completion of regulatory framework:

The Commission is finalising, with the assistance of the JAA and its Member States, the development of the binding measures to be adopted by 28 September 2003 (implementing rules, certification specification, appeal process, fees and charges regulation, etc.)

Integration of the EU system in the international environment:

In the field of integration into the international environment, steps have been taken to maintain the Pan-European dimension of EASA, ensuring the participation of non-EU JAA Member States and to conclude bilateral aviation agreements with FAA and Transport Canada.

In his presentation Mr. Garcia addressed the role and functions of Advisory Board Interested Parties (ABIP) and described the priorities of the Board.  He requested that EASA urgently establish the Safety Standards Consultative Committee to deal with EASA rulemaking contents and implementation.  On the issue of the establishment of EASA, he asked that the Commission and the Management Board urgently publish a “road map” and associated schedules, practical modalities and instructions for the following activities:

· Rulemaking,
· Ongoing certification and validation programs, and
· Past certificates and approvals

Mr. Sciacchitano presented the Option 3 of a proposal developed by an ECAC/EC Task Force on possible models for future EASA/JAA relations and adopted by the ECAC Directors General in Yalta in August 2002.

Option 3 envisages the transfer of all technical activities under EASA, while JAA governing bodies would be maintained for the adoption of the decisions for the non- EU JAA Member States in the Airworthiness field and for all JAA Member States in the fields of Operations and Licensing.

Mr. Per-Arne Skogstad focused on the cooperation with non-EU Member States underlying the common objective of maintaining a Pan-European model in civil aviation.  

Starting from the present situation concerning the membership of the two organisations, JAA and EASA, he presented the proposal developed by JAA to regulate the relationship between JAA and EASA in the transition period and to ensure the involvement of non-EU Member States in EASA.

Discussion Issues

None

Summary/Conclusions

None
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