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Summary of Presentations

Mr. Feldman´s presentation highlighted the work undertaken by the FAA in preparation for the establishment of the EASA.  He expressed optimism that the historic cooperative relationship that began with the National Aviation Authorities and the Joint Aviation Authorities will grow and improve once EASA becomes operational.  At the same time he anticipated that many difficult challenges lie ahead.  He indicated that FAA shares EASA´s goals of increasing safety and reducing the economic burden on the aviation industry from redundant inspections, evaluations and testing during and after transition.  He also expressed support for the following principles to be used during transition planning:

· There should be no safety gaps;
· The flow of products and services must continue uninterrupted; and,

· There must be cooperation and transparency in the development of rules, certification specifications and guidance materials.

He acknowledged the hard and complex work carried out thus far to inventory product approvals and many other transition issues.  He expressed an appreciation for the coordination with FAA on plans that affect US products and services.  He reiterated that FAA is a strong supporter of EASA and that FAA is prepared to negotiate a strong bilateral aviation safety relationship with the new partner.  With that in mind the FAA highlighted those concerns that may impact on the ability to negotiate a full bilateral aviation safety agreement with the European Community.

Mr. Feldman indicated that FAA has proposed a two-stage assessment of EASA and the new European civil aviation regulatory system prior to concluding a bilateral agreement.  Once this evaluation is completed, the FAA expects to enter into an interim agreement with the European Community that will temporarily retain existing bilateral agreements with Member States, recognise EASA as a safety partner, and provide a framework for an aviation safety relationship that will grow throughout the 42-month transition period.  FAA´s vision for such an agreement would include specific provisions for:

· Temporary retention of current safety bilaterals;

· Acceptance of prior approvals, existing delegation systems, etc.;

· Ability to enlarge the agreement commensurate with EASA´s demonstrated technical competence;

· Strengthening the EASA/FAA relationship through technical working arrangements: and,

· Continued regulatory harmonisation and cooperation.

He also acknowledged that the challenges in the transition to EASA are numerous and complex.  Therefore, EASA and all its stakeholders will need to make good use of the legislated 42-month transition period to ensure that Europe transitions successfully into a new aviation regulatory system.

Messrs. Schmitt and Mack, representing the aircraft manufacturers, expressed strong support for EASA and the safety, efficiency and globalisation goals of the Agency.  They also indicated that, with only 17 weeks remaining before EASA becomes operational, there are many unknown and unresolved issues that need to be addressed.  They cited, as examples, the requirements for importing aircraft to EU Member States and the establishment of a common set of technical requirements for the issuance of Certificates of Airworthiness.  They highlighted that although there is nothing wrong with continuing to do business as usual, it is not the preferred option since the regulatory structure in Europe has changed.  They urged that if current procedures are to be retained on a temporary basis – they need to be made official and documented.

They also outlined the manufacturers´ expectations during and after transition. They are:
· Continued deliveries to and from Europe without interruptions;

· Streamlining of Post Certification activities;

· No change in agreed certification basis for ongoing projects;

· Minimal change to ongoing certification/validation programs;

· Acceptance of existing TCs by all EU member authorities;

· Recommitment to a streamlined validation process;

· Ensurance a 42-month transition period for maintenance;

· Continued commitment to harmonisation with FAA;

· Continued participation in CAST and JSSI;

· Continue commitment to embrace data-driven agenda; and, 

· Standardisation of the risk management approach.

Discussion Issues

None

Summary/Conclusions

None
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