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Topic
At the 16th FAA/JAA Conference it was agreed that research collaboration between JAA, FAA and TCCA should be expanded.   The following is a report on these activities over the last year and how the Coordination Committee intends to enhance them.

Discussion of Issues

The prime reason for research carried out by or for the regulatory authorities is to support the maintenance of the regulations and policy material.  It is not to carry out fundamental scientific work (that is for Academia) or produce better aircraft components (that is for Industry).

With increased international cooperation on regulations it is sensible to collaborate on the supporting research.  This saves money and avoids unnecessary duplication.  However in order to collaborate we need to first identify what needs to be done and then decide how best to get it done.

To direct this effort, a Coordinating Committee was formed to identify and report to FAA/JAA/TCCA management, the state of collaborative activities and recommend possible areas for improvement.  Initially the committee identified 3 technical areas: 


Cabin and Fire Safety 


Icing


Human Factors

Technical teams have been identified in each of these areas and chartered work for enhanced cooperation.  Activity reports for each of the technical teams will follow.

Progress to Date

The Coordinating Committee held its Annual Meeting in January ’02 to review the status of each of the Technical Teams and consider other issues.  Because of international interest, the committee decided to develop 2 additional technical teams in:

· Aircraft Advanced Structural Materials 

· Aircraft Interior Environmental Quality

Also, the committee recognized a need to define the safety and cost implication of security concerns and research generated by the events of 9/11.  The committee reported their concerns to FAA/JAA/TAAC management teams in a letter in February.

The committee implemented Research Coordination Website (http://aar400.tc.faa.gov/aar430/faa.htm) 

Future Direction

The committee will meet again January 2003, to review the status of the various technical teams, the status of security initiatives, and evaluate the need for other activities to enhance research cooperation.
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