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International Acceptance of Repair Data Approval Proposal

Damage to aircraft happens to general aviation aircraft and it happens to commercial transport aircraft in revenue service.  These damages must be repaired today just like they were in the past.  Repairs to aircraft have been made for almost one hundred years, even the Wright Brothers had to make repairs to their airplane.

Many of those repairs were developed on bits of scrap paper, backs of envelopes by engineers, non-engineers and even pilots, and they even accomplished the actual repair. 

Discussion of Issues:

Over the years our industry has become a very mature community recognizing the responsibilities it has to the traveling public and as we have matured the simple things of the past don’t always stay simple.

Today, all of us in this community have responsibilities associated with the repair issue.  The Airlines must maintain airworthy aircraft that conform to approved type design, have a process for determining a major /minor repair, develop approved and acceptable repair data and obtain authority approval of major repair data.

The Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) must provide continued airworthiness support of his fleet, provide various documents in support of that effort, and provide, as appropriate, repair data development support.

The Authorities must assure continued airworthiness of the operational fleet, have safety regulations and guidance material to support that requirement, issue Type, Production and Airline Operation Certificate and perform surveillance /oversight.

Many issues associated with approval of repair data have occurred over the years and they are still on-going today.  Some examples:

· One Authority was not going to allow its designees to work on foreign registered aircraft.

· Field inspectors second-guessing the determination of major/minor.

· Two levels of approval being required.

· State of registry not accepting the designee system of the state of design.

· Requiring state of design designees to have regulatory training in states of registry.

· Repairs which meet one authority requirements but not acceptable to the importing authority.

· Major repair is defined and interpreted differently between authorities.

· Differences in delegation systems between authorities.

Observation 

This repair approval issue is the same situation that existed in the early nineties regarding the movement of parts/appliance and the eventual harmonization of three authorities part approval tags.  It is time that positive movement and collaboration among all Authorities occur.  The unnecessary approval delays or uncertainty of policy are negatively affecting the efficiency of our overall operation. 

Proposal

One of the core issues in the approval of repair data is the difference in the definition of a “major repair” and the associated guidance material between authorities.  AIA has agreed to establish an industry project to develop a complete draft NPRM (including the preamble, rule text, cost benefit information and guidance material etc).  The project would include the stakeholders as well as the authorities.  Once the draft rule package is complete it will be submitted to the authorities as a petition for rulemaking.          
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